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Annual Literacy €ares Awards Dinner

On Friday, October 14, 2005,
Literacy Cares held its fifth annual
LiteracyCares™ Award of Excellence Dinner
which honors four local literacy tutors that
volunteer through Literacy Councils in the
greater Washington D.C. area. "This award
brings attention to the dedication of
volunteers who work tirelessly to provide
instruction in reading and writing to
countless individuals in our area. It also
showcases the continued need for volunteer
tutors to step forward and give the gift of
literacy," says Lula Davis, Executive Director
of Leadership Cares.

The 2005 LiteracyCares™ Award
of Excellence winners were: Ms. Yvette
Francis from the Literacy Council of Prince
Georges County; Ms. Judy Horowitz of the
Washington Literacy Council; Ms. Freddi
Lipstein from the Literacy Council of
Northern Virginia; and Ms. Carroll McKown
from the Literacy Council of Montgomery
County. Award winners thanked their
Literacy Council and Leadership Cares and
then spoke emotionally about their

experiences as volunteer tutors and trainers.

Ms. Judy Horowitz spoke about how much
she had been inspired by her students and
how much she loved working with the
dedicated staff at the Washington Literacy
Council. Mentor Cares students from

Northwestern HS concerned about literacy
issues planned and assisted in executing
the special event. Ms. Sandra Portillo, Ms.
Mikeisha Williams and Ms. Chanice
Harrison of MentorCares™ interviewed the
Literacy Directors and award winners.

Ms. Dekebra Arrington, a junior
at Northwestern and a three-year
MentorCares participant was the Mistress of
Ceremonies. Mr. Antonio Washington from
MentorCares™ acted as the official host
escorting the honorees during the event.

The keynote speaker, Ms. Lisa Wade Wade
Rassch, President of Empower Change Inc.
and a Board Member of Leadership Cares,
energized and inspired the audience with
her passion for literacy. She spoke about
how student’s lives had been
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positively changed because someone cared
enough to reach out and help them learn
how to read and write. Congratulatory letters
from Senator Paul Sarbanes (D-MD) and
Senator Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) were read
during the event.

Ms. Lula Davis, Executive
Director of Leadership Cares presented
checks totally $2,000 to the Literacy Council
Directors to support their Tutor Training
Programs.

The evening closed with the annual tradition
of all participants signing the 2005
LiteracyCares™ Student Quote Board
displayed with posters from past years.
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